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Dear Heart House Family, 

Thank you to the many donors, funders, volunteers, 
and partners who helped make 2021 a great year for Heart 
House! I’d also like to extend a personal thank you to a dedicated 
Board of Directors for all their contributions. 

While 2021 began with a state-wide freeze, Heart House was there along with other
community partners to supply water, food, and other necessities to impacted families. Heart
House staff continued their legacy of being more than educators – they are compassionate
and caring mentors that are dedicated to the physical and mental well-being of these
students, as well as their academic success. 

Many talented and appreciated volunteers and partners contributed to programming this
year, bringing their time, talents, and treasure. Volunteers and partners were critical to the
incredible success of Heart House’s new middle school program, Project X (see pg. 4).
Dedicated volunteers and professional mentors helped guide students as they developed
core values, learned about the science and art of photography, and built their own
amusement parks. In other program success, Guided Reading Circles were crucial this
summer. Make sure to check out the students’ incredible accomplishments (see pg. 5)! This
achievement is reflective of the dedicated volunteers that gave their time throughout the
summer to help students make gains or stay on track with their reading levels.

Please review the list of partners who stepped up to make a difference. The organization
would like to extend a big thank you to two partners who especially made significant
contributions: Dwell with Dignity and Austin Bridge & Road. Dwell with Dignity transformed all
three classrooms - not only are they beautiful, but the spaces are also safer, comfortable, and
more conducive to learning.  Austin Bridge & Road hosted their annual Golf Tournament to
benefit Heart House - over $80,000 was raised to benefit the students! This is the most that
has ever been raised in the long tenure of this fundraising event.

Your impact is reflected in the numbers, the photos of these amazing students, and the
stories. Heart House could not be a safe third place for students without your generosity. On
behalf of myself and the Heart House Board of Directors, thank you - and please enjoy! 

Best,
Gerry Magrini
Board Chair
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Introducing 
project X
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New this year, is Project X - Heart House’s new project-based learning (PBL) program
for Pineland (5th-8th grade) students. PBL provides an authentic way for students to
grow their knowledge and skills. Rather than studying basic economics, students
create their own business. Rather than studying society, students create and enact
plans to help people experiencing homelessness in their community.

Throughout Project X, students have gained genuine and unique experiences in
different career fields and acquired 21st century skills alongside the academic and
SEL skills that have always been integral to the Heart House program. Students have
problem solved, collaborated, thought critically, grown their global awareness, and so
much more. The most common 21st century skill throughout our year has been
perseverance, as students have progressed through these projects that have been
anything but easy. Pineland students were asked what they were most proud of in
2021. Nearly all students responded about something they had done at Heart House
that contributed to one of our projects. Students are truly proud of what they have
produced and the knowledge they have gained!

Middle school students
learning about the science

and art behind photography

 

Middles school students with
their own parks after learning
about the design and
architecture of amusement
parks 



This summer, Heart House started
Guided Reading Circles to increase
literacy skills and ensure that 
 students made gains or stayed on
track with their grade’s reading
level over the summer. 

The Dynamic Indicators or Basic
Early Literacy or DIBELS
assessment was used to measure
student growth in five different
foundational components of
literacy: phonemic awareness,
phonics, letter names, fluency, and
comprehension. 

For six weeks, volunteers and staff
led the guided reading circles and
helped students achieve several
impressive outcomes. At the
beginning of the summer, only 52%
of 2nd grade students were able to
comprehend at or above grade
level and four 4th graders needed
intensive support for reading
comprehension. At the end of the
program, 65% of 2nd graders were
at or above grade level and 3 of
four 4th graders were no longer
identified as intensive. Additionally,
55% K-2nd grade students
improved their word reading
fluency, and 97% of students
showed growth in at least one
category of literacy.

Page 5

getting 
on track 

with 
reading



0 20 40 60

Asian or Pacific Islander 

Black or African American 

Hispanic or Latino/a 

Middle Eastern 

Other 

impact

Page 6

student demographics

70students 
served 
in 2021

75% of families
served have
household

income <$32K

 94% of students
reported that they enjoy

coming to Heart House

 Parents rated the Heart
House program 4.9/ 5

57 students
Received 

counseling

85%
average 
attendance

All students scored within
normal range for 5 social
behaviors including negative
conduct, emotional symptoms,
hyperactivity, peer
relationships, and prosocial
behavior according to
Strengths & Difficulties (SDQ)
post-test results 



Financials

Program Administrative Fundraising
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of all funding
goes directly
to progrAM

80%
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Addy Foundation
Ambrose Group
Austin Bridge & Road
Better Together Fund
CHRISTUS Fund
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Commit Partnership
Communities Foundation of Texas
Dollar General Foundation
First Horizon Foundation
Harry S. Moss Foundation
Highland Park United Methodist       
 Church
Independent Financial
JHP Architecture/Urban Design, P.C.
JPMC Corporate Foundation
Katherine Carmody Trust
Leland Fikes Foundation
Make SM, Inc.
Martin Marietta

Maverick Capital Foundation
MoneyGram Foundation
Mr. Cooper Mortgage
Ninnie L. Baird Foundation
NorthPark Presbyterian Church
Once Upon a Time Foundation
PNC Bank
Rees-Jones Foundation
Richemont North America
Sixth Street Partners
Sunstate Equipment
Texas Health Resources
The Mahjong Line
United Way of Metropolitan Dallas
Vickery Meadow Youth Development
Foundation
Midtown Improvement District
Wells Fargo
Whole Kids Foundation

2021 funders



Ambrose Group
Austin Bridge & Road

Blackbaud
Blue Cross Blue Shield

Bright Light Volunteers
Bruce Wood Dance Project

Celtics Basketball Team
Chef Donny Sirisvath

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints -
Prosper Stake

CitySquare AmeriCorps
CJB Productions

Center for Survivors of Torture
CSW Mechanical

Dallas Afterschool
Dallas Museum of Art

David Loi Photography
Dwell with Dignity

Engage Dallas - SMU
Episcopal School of Dallas

Highland Park United Methodist Church
JHP Architecture

Kids Bring Life
Literacy Achieves

Mavericks Basketball
Mr. Cooper: Asians in Motion

National Charity League -
Lakewood

NorthPark Presbyterian Church
Preston Hollow Presbyterian

Church
Richemont North America
Sew Masks, Save Doctors

Six Flags Over Texas
Southern Methodist University:

College of Education
SparkSTEM

STEMPower
Teatro

Texas Health Resources
Texas Women's University:

School of Occupational Therapy
Who is Hussain?

Young Men's Service League:
East Dallas

 

2021 partnerships
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Aiden Ware
Allie Castillo
Amy Biggers
Brian Powell
Bryan Chen
Chiamaka Nwosu
Christine Frary & Family
Christopher Chen
Clint Wheeler
Courtney Caudle
Daniel Latour
Elaine Coleman
Elena Dike
Emilia Oh
Emily Wilson
Isabella Bernal
Isabella Palazuelos

Jacqueline Pham
Jason Sham
Jennifer Westover
Julia Gibson & Family
Julie Innmon
Kara Falls
Kate & Chip Cavanaugh
Laura Vargas Ortiz
Lauren Kocurek
Lauren Scheufler
Madeline Garza
Madeline Kunde
Mani Golshani
Marlowe Macefee
Marybeth Fickel
Meghan Donelon
Mya Miller

2021 volunteers
Nadine Bandek
Olivia Ratner
Paige Rolfing
Paige Ware
Patty Kim
Phil & Amy Gray
Rachel Segal
Rhonda Criss
Rosha Khosravi
Sarada Kattel
Sneha Kannan
Stephanie McGary
Susan Bohner
Terry Bax Family & Friends
Tracy Nguyen
Viraj Vora
Zuhair Zaidi
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a very Special thank you to 
the funders, partners, and

volunteers who make 
 

the special place it is



Contact Us: 
(214) 750-7637
PO Box 823162
Dallas, TX 75382

Follow Us: 

@hearthousedallas@HeartHouseD

@HeartHouseD @heart-house-dallas

https://www.facebook.com/HeartHouseD/
https://www.instagram.com/hearthousedallas/
https://twitter.com/hearthoused
https://www.linkedin.com/company/heart-house-dallas/

